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Report Highlights: 

On March 29, 2019, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MOCI) notified the quantitative 

restrictions for the Indian fiscal year (IFY) 2019/20 (April/March) on imports of pulses including mung 

beans, peas, black gram lentils, and pigeon peas from all third country suppliers.  Imports of these 

pulses will be subject to an import quota (pigeon pea 200,000 metric tons (MT) and others 150,000 MT, 

each) as per the procedure to be notified later by MOCI’s Directorate General of Foreign Trade. 
 



  

  

General Information:  

 

Disclaimer: The information contained in this report was obtained from the Directorate General of 

Foreign Trade (DGFT), MOCI website.  The U.S. Government and Office of Agricultural Affairs make 

no claim of its accuracy or authenticity. 

 

Date of Announcement:  March 29, 2019 

Date of Enforcement:  April 1, 2019 

Products Effected:  Mung beans, peas, black gram lentils and pigeon peas.   

Agency in Charge:  Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MOCI), Government of India (GOI).  

 

On March 29, 2019, the Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry issued 

notifications (SO No 1478-1481) restricting imports of various pulses including mung beans, peas, 

black gram lentil, and pigeon peas in the Indian fiscal year (IFY) 2019/20 (April/March), subject to 

specified quotas as per procedures to be notified later by the DGFT.  See below the quota limits for each 

pulse category: 

 

No Item/HS Code Annual (fiscal year) Quota 

1 Mung Beans (Vigna Mungo) 

HS 07133110 (Whole) 

HS 07139010 (Split) 

HS 07139090 (Other) 

150,000 MT  

2 Peas (Pisum Sativum) including yellows peas, green peas, dun peas 

and kaspa peas 

HS 07131000 (Whole) 

HS 07139010 (Split) 

HS 07139090 (Other) 

150,000 MT for IFY 

2019/20 

3 Black Gram Lentil or Urad (Vigna Radiata) 

HS 07133190 (Whole) 

HS 07139010 (Split) 

HS 07139090 (Other) 

150,000 MT 

4 Pigeon peas (Cajanus Cajan) 

HS 07136000 (Whole) 

HS 07139010 (Split) 

HS 07139090 (Other) 

200,000 MT 

Note: Quota restrictions shall not apply on GOI’s import commitments under any bilateral or regional 

agreement, or memorandum of understanding (MOU) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background Information 

http://www.dgft.gov.in/policies/trade-notices
http://www.dgft.gov.in/sites/default/files/Trade%20Notice%20No.01%20dated%2001.04.2019_0.pdf


 

On August 5, 2017, the GOI imposed annual fiscal year quota restrictions of 200,000 MT on imports of 

pigeon peas for IFY 2017/18, and continued for IFY 2018/19. 

 

On August 21, 2017, the GOI had imposed annual fiscal year quota restrictions of 300,000 MT on 

imports of mung beans and black gram lentils (150,000 MT each), and continued in IFY 2018/19. 

On April 25, 2018, the GOI imposed quota restrictions (100,000 MT) on peas for the period April 1, 

2018 to June 30, 2018, which was subsequently extended through March 31, 2019. 

 

Imports of pigeon peas, mung beans and black gram lentils in IFY 2018/19 were restricted to the quota 

limits, except for about 150,000 MT of various pulses imported from Mozambique under GOI import 

commitments.  Imports of peas came to a halt after June 2018 as imports from April to June had already 

exceeded the 100,000 MT quota limits. 

 

Procedures for Allocating the Quota to be announced 

 

As of April 3, 2019, the DGFT has not yet announced the procedures for allocating the import quota. 

Industry sources are concerned that the ongoing elections may delay the announcement of the 

procedure.   

 

Over the past few years, the GOI procedure for allocating the quota has been based on announcing a 

specified period in which importers have to apply for the quota, and then the government allocates the 

quota amongst various importers on a pro-rata basis based on the total quantity applied. 

 

Industry sources report that import applications are likely to be significantly higher than the available 

quota, which will likely be filled within 30 to 45 days of allocation by DGFT. 

 



 
 

   
 

 



 



  

  

  

  

                     

  

 


